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Interim Dallas City Attorney Chris Caso wants a new federal judge to decide whether the paid sick
leave ordinance is legal.

Caso on Tuesday filed a motion to move the case from the Eastern District to the Northern
District Court of Texas in Dallas — which would replace U.S. District Court Judge Amos Mazzant
with another randomly selected judge.

The filing Tuesday marked the city attorney's first public response to the lawsuit over the paid
sick leave ordinance since two companies sued the city in federal court late July.

https://www.dallasnews.com/news/dallas-city-council/2019/08/14/dallas-city-attorney-responds-paid-sick-leave-lawsuit-wants-new-judge-case 111


http://tracking.groupon.com/r?tsToken=US_AFF_0_204431_212556_0&url=http://groupon.com/deals/museum-of-biblical-art-1-4?z=skip&utm_medium=afl&utm_campaign=204431&mediaId=212556&utm_source=GPN?pd00=141&pd01=25&pd02=728x90_Widget
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/dallas-city-council
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dallasnews.com%2Fnews%2Fdallas-city-council%2F2019%2F08%2F14%2Fdallas-city-attorney-responds-paid-sick-leave-lawsuit-wants-new-judge-case
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dallasnews.com%2Fnews%2Fdallas-city-council%2F2019%2F08%2F14%2Fdallas-city-attorney-responds-paid-sick-leave-lawsuit-wants-new-judge-case&text=Dallas%20city%20attorney%20responds%20to%20paid%20sick%20leave%20lawsuit%2C%20wants%20new%20judge%20in%20case
mailto:?subject=Dallas%20city%20attorney%20responds%20to%20paid%20sick%20leave%20lawsuit%2C%20wants%20new%20judge%20in%20case&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dallasnews.com%2Fnews%2Fdallas-city-council%2F2019%2F08%2F14%2Fdallas-city-attorney-responds-paid-sick-leave-lawsuit-wants-new-judge-case&body=Read%20on%20DallasNews.com%3A%20https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dallasnews.com%2Fnews%2Fdallas-city-council%2F2019%2F08%2F14%2Fdallas-city-attorney-responds-paid-sick-leave-lawsuit-wants-new-judge-case
https://www.dallasnews.com/author/hayat-norimine
http://twitter.com/@hayatnorimine
mailto:hayat.norimine@dallasnews.com
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/dallas-city-hall/2019/07/30/companies-sue-dallas-paid-sick-leave
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/dbm/clk?sa=L&ai=C_THupGJVXdmPJpKDgwa6nIf4DqmVs_hXoeLr19AJ8C4QASCCusojYMn-7ozkpMAToAGl6ZXBA8gBBqgDAcgDCqoEtAFP0AuGAG-lgcdxWhsgxRWFxwGvAChWync7HDlIzBguIj8nZO2iaXDqMHKIN5oPGn5J0yGNdQ52FW5SQ9UoZ9QIEvhxuPsIxoO8ILvEquUdNoOamaRn1UzpR0DzwgtP5btxpK4Iq0nQeCrjmHrORJMJ1xzonZVZq4O3YRMCSuoAkT2_ISC5OdjqUIQ0_ZW4PshJWrH9L6_1h3UC2tzq5ODkkWvAz12C7DdQiuAbOcwMUVsdTjngBAOQBgGgBjeAB8OW6j6oB47OG6gH1ckbqAfB0xuoB4XUG6gHgdQbqAeC1BuoB4bUG6gHhNQbqAeT2BuoB-DTG6gHugaoB9nLG6gHz8wbqAemvhuoB_PRG9gHAdIIBwiAYRABGA2xCR1wRW9pgesSgAoDsBP9zY4H0BMA2BMN2BQB&num=1&cid=CAASEuRolDZoVBP6TGI0i71GyFoIbA&sig=AOD64_3vHThEXnEtFQFmsrcz5EjP3v7EaQ&client=ca-pub-4258236965795344&dbm_c=AKAmf-D8uIokuXaKOr69zpFMQ_pCW_XPmkPctGuxJz6gEbvNf2BYzfVIHcyhka_E9l9LVnQMYjEp&dbm_d=AKAmf-DY6_XBOwLljeUFxZl_EuNw3QaEIOhnz1Mho80zkWPRRkjD1auUISKl6vfTyMqXfqPHFoGc3Z3KO2Ox4e3NG1b6RXUPXNQaTnsMZQqsnj6TJMkbCGr-mWjOcQq_llUPR3i97aGEisZo9V7YceHYgdTzInFtGomXBIwlEOYmAC5zUtfJqZuZrdBvt7870T0jW-vzJbn9u16Ngn52E3ABlgMQ82zlxwUlikxJRIFrqlbYUSEylq6o00klTkTZuymhPoobr0hwwzrgwVRuIOwcZ_ImVRiUI5xGGqQ2meqFfgiR_Ohsd-vNob4Pw2iM3dtRlyJPDO2YSzpIk5v9sivinEPr-DnkRVnOU62uFhyhde6DCCjAe1s&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&nb=0&adurl=http://www3.hilton.com/en_US/hi/doorway/index.htm?sourceCode=00081220&redirectURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww3.hilton.com%2Fen%2Findex.html%3FWT.mc_id%3DzLADA0WW1XX2DMH3DA4DP5Display6MULTIBR7_0_0
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/dbm/clk?sa=L&ai=C_THupGJVXdmPJpKDgwa6nIf4DqmVs_hXoeLr19AJ8C4QASCCusojYMn-7ozkpMAToAGl6ZXBA8gBBqgDAcgDCqoEtAFP0AuGAG-lgcdxWhsgxRWFxwGvAChWync7HDlIzBguIj8nZO2iaXDqMHKIN5oPGn5J0yGNdQ52FW5SQ9UoZ9QIEvhxuPsIxoO8ILvEquUdNoOamaRn1UzpR0DzwgtP5btxpK4Iq0nQeCrjmHrORJMJ1xzonZVZq4O3YRMCSuoAkT2_ISC5OdjqUIQ0_ZW4PshJWrH9L6_1h3UC2tzq5ODkkWvAz12C7DdQiuAbOcwMUVsdTjngBAOQBgGgBjeAB8OW6j6oB47OG6gH1ckbqAfB0xuoB4XUG6gHgdQbqAeC1BuoB4bUG6gHhNQbqAeT2BuoB-DTG6gHugaoB9nLG6gHz8wbqAemvhuoB_PRG9gHAdIIBwiAYRABGA2xCR1wRW9pgesSgAoDsBP9zY4H0BMA2BMN2BQB&num=1&cid=CAASEuRolDZoVBP6TGI0i71GyFoIbA&sig=AOD64_3vHThEXnEtFQFmsrcz5EjP3v7EaQ&client=ca-pub-4258236965795344&dbm_c=AKAmf-D8uIokuXaKOr69zpFMQ_pCW_XPmkPctGuxJz6gEbvNf2BYzfVIHcyhka_E9l9LVnQMYjEp&dbm_d=AKAmf-DY6_XBOwLljeUFxZl_EuNw3QaEIOhnz1Mho80zkWPRRkjD1auUISKl6vfTyMqXfqPHFoGc3Z3KO2Ox4e3NG1b6RXUPXNQaTnsMZQqsnj6TJMkbCGr-mWjOcQq_llUPR3i97aGEisZo9V7YceHYgdTzInFtGomXBIwlEOYmAC5zUtfJqZuZrdBvt7870T0jW-vzJbn9u16Ngn52E3ABlgMQ82zlxwUlikxJRIFrqlbYUSEylq6o00klTkTZuymhPoobr0hwwzrgwVRuIOwcZ_ImVRiUI5xGGqQ2meqFfgiR_Ohsd-vNob4Pw2iM3dtRlyJPDO2YSzpIk5v9sivinEPr-DnkRVnOU62uFhyhde6DCCjAe1s&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&nb=9&adurl=http://www3.hilton.com/en_US/hi/doorway/index.htm?sourceCode=00081220&redirectURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww3.hilton.com%2Fen%2Findex.html%3FWT.mc_id%3DzLADA0WW1XX2DMH3DA4DP5Display6MULTIBR7_0_0
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=AB3afGEAAAFiW1tbW251bGwsWzldXSxbbnVsbCxudWxsLFtudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCwiaHR0cHM6Ly9kaXNwbGF5YWRzLWZvcm1hdHMuZ29vZ2xldXNlcmNvbnRlbnQuY29tL2Fkcy9wcmV2aWV3L2NvbnRlbnQuanM_Y2xpZW50PXd0YVx1MDAyNm9iZnVzY2F0ZWRDdXN0b21lcklkPTU0MDY0ODk1MzlcdTAwMjZjcmVhdGl2ZUlkPTM1MTE4OTQ2NzE5OVx1MDAyNnZlcnNpb25JZD0wXHUwMDI2YWRHcm91cENyZWF0aXZlSWQ9MzMwODk2Njk5NjgxXHUwMDI2aHRtbFBhcmVudElkPXByZXYtMFx1MDAyNmhlaWdodD01MFx1MDAyNndpZHRoPTMyMFx1MDAyNnNpZz1BQ2lWQl93ejZPSHFYa3N2ZEMyR0tXV1NVdUlnWHJScmFnIl1dXV0sWzEsMV1dKwitxK6Sx8PWCMaMyC0l0W0JK_QOXx6q5_a1bbE6AHcXvkLcq3s-0kq73nm62R5fEbdzF5w8b-TlKggNBPVU5tfhK95_v22d5j77qI6EIuGE1cG52Dr4-kOA97iIJ7MA20HuHe9PGqzaQwDJU1LdIsbKVFD05_Px8OewOhqqIE3wK6haK1fLCjK8AUBtdbbvpS2-SkfkwrQaaSrENQ17bnN-qTjOcAOU7yrbVPa6d4IoPuuC5bmYtk2SZqlI3nn2CbW-N3YgAtzCsdzjcJQvfFX1hm5GJlbM9iJ366k1vcdzDCuJ4IYHJAb91luzeGfLsgjwwcaqFmoQWZOe10vk_A,gi3M8QFwD5tBGFfJ1N1lWA&source=display&cbt=A3uLy6ruicYIoeLr19AJELbMlZEFGNul3T0iCmhpbHRvbi5jb20yCAgFExit-icUQhdjYS1wdWItNDI1ODIzNjk2NTc5NTM0NEgZWDdg_QNwAQ&cv=https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/conversion/%3Fai%3DC_THupGJVXdmPJpKDgwa6nIf4DqmVs_hXoeLr19AJ8C4QASCCusojYMn-7ozkpMAToAGl6ZXBA8gBBqgDAcgDCqoEtAFP0AuGAG-lgcdxWhsgxRWFxwGvAChWync7HDlIzBguIj8nZO2iaXDqMHKIN5oPGn5J0yGNdQ52FW5SQ9UoZ9QIEvhxuPsIxoO8ILvEquUdNoOamaRn1UzpR0DzwgtP5btxpK4Iq0nQeCrjmHrORJMJ1xzonZVZq4O3YRMCSuoAkT2_ISC5OdjqUIQ0_ZW4PshJWrH9L6_1h3UC2tzq5ODkkWvAz12C7DdQiuAbOcwMUVsdTjngBAOQBgGgBjeAB8OW6j6oB47OG6gH1ckbqAfB0xuoB4XUG6gHgdQbqAeC1BuoB4bUG6gHhNQbqAeT2BuoB-DTG6gHugaoB9nLG6gHz8wbqAemvhuoB_PRG9gHAdIIBwiAYRABGA2xCR1wRW9pgesSgAoDsBP9zY4H0BMA2BMN2BQB%26sigh%3D7UInD_hITiQ%26cid%3DCAQSPADwy9IZNbKJ468OHAS2--2DQd9H_seXrREhF8O-dws9DIbLhnrkyHKGZ9g4NHbusIdOrSN4C_rO5hKe-A
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=AB3afGEAAAFiW1tbW251bGwsWzldXSxbbnVsbCxudWxsLFtudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCwiaHR0cHM6Ly9kaXNwbGF5YWRzLWZvcm1hdHMuZ29vZ2xldXNlcmNvbnRlbnQuY29tL2Fkcy9wcmV2aWV3L2NvbnRlbnQuanM_Y2xpZW50PXd0YVx1MDAyNm9iZnVzY2F0ZWRDdXN0b21lcklkPTU0MDY0ODk1MzlcdTAwMjZjcmVhdGl2ZUlkPTM1MTE4OTQ2NzE5OVx1MDAyNnZlcnNpb25JZD0wXHUwMDI2YWRHcm91cENyZWF0aXZlSWQ9MzMwODk2Njk5NjgxXHUwMDI2aHRtbFBhcmVudElkPXByZXYtMFx1MDAyNmhlaWdodD01MFx1MDAyNndpZHRoPTMyMFx1MDAyNnNpZz1BQ2lWQl93ejZPSHFYa3N2ZEMyR0tXV1NVdUlnWHJScmFnIl1dXV0sWzEsMV1dKwitxK6Sx8PWCMaMyC0l0W0JK_QOXx6q5_a1bbE6AHcXvkLcq3s-0kq73nm62R5fEbdzF5w8b-TlKggNBPVU5tfhK95_v22d5j77qI6EIuGE1cG52Dr4-kOA97iIJ7MA20HuHe9PGqzaQwDJU1LdIsbKVFD05_Px8OewOhqqIE3wK6haK1fLCjK8AUBtdbbvpS2-SkfkwrQaaSrENQ17bnN-qTjOcAOU7yrbVPa6d4IoPuuC5bmYtk2SZqlI3nn2CbW-N3YgAtzCsdzjcJQvfFX1hm5GJlbM9iJ366k1vcdzDCuJ4IYHJAb91luzeGfLsgjwwcaqFmoQWZOe10vk_A,gi3M8QFwD5tBGFfJ1N1lWA&source=display&cbt=A3uLy6ruicYIoeLr19AJELbMlZEFGNul3T0iCmhpbHRvbi5jb20yCAgFExit-icUQhdjYS1wdWItNDI1ODIzNjk2NTc5NTM0NEgZWDdg_QNwAQ&cv=https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/conversion/%3Fai%3DC_THupGJVXdmPJpKDgwa6nIf4DqmVs_hXoeLr19AJ8C4QASCCusojYMn-7ozkpMAToAGl6ZXBA8gBBqgDAcgDCqoEtAFP0AuGAG-lgcdxWhsgxRWFxwGvAChWync7HDlIzBguIj8nZO2iaXDqMHKIN5oPGn5J0yGNdQ52FW5SQ9UoZ9QIEvhxuPsIxoO8ILvEquUdNoOamaRn1UzpR0DzwgtP5btxpK4Iq0nQeCrjmHrORJMJ1xzonZVZq4O3YRMCSuoAkT2_ISC5OdjqUIQ0_ZW4PshJWrH9L6_1h3UC2tzq5ODkkWvAz12C7DdQiuAbOcwMUVsdTjngBAOQBgGgBjeAB8OW6j6oB47OG6gH1ckbqAfB0xuoB4XUG6gHgdQbqAeC1BuoB4bUG6gHhNQbqAeT2BuoB-DTG6gHugaoB9nLG6gHz8wbqAemvhuoB_PRG9gHAdIIBwiAYRABGA2xCR1wRW9pgesSgAoDsBP9zY4H0BMA2BMN2BQB%26sigh%3D7UInD_hITiQ%26cid%3DCAQSPADwy9IZNbKJ468OHAS2--2DQd9H_seXrREhF8O-dws9DIbLhnrkyHKGZ9g4NHbusIdOrSN4C_rO5hKe-A
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstOKdkQd2T7pVTPFmWiOsja6-e950gDOYNAMSkaK5W1ivJpS1yZjAJ5SYJ0x1V3icD9KPhaCEprHyac-XolpvyojCpCGkHbX6CNY5ogH0qZ6Mzb1DeubBgGijqAmcVY8felwNmN2Zqq8Aw5RzOgCk1425axkyaVrAfNIq8NWXxOMKhDxEJn9sHKHxEYPHC0bWqHJONbrYRAmjl1F5uppWMEM9YpYiySEYwF7TggGRejpBSVX0LwrRNyj3KecvLm6RiC1UUwj8DPxHeaMgwhv0x3Cp5ECdI&sig=Cg0ArKJSzATXV9OcVxNq&adurl=https://join.dallasnews.com/subscription-landing%23_ga%3D2.233625241.683327750.1548882017-1857603553.1529335068
https://www.dallasnews.com/

8/15/2019 Dallas city attorney responds to paid sick leave lawsuit, wants new judge in case | Dallas City Council | Dallas News

After the city passed an ordinance in the spring requiring companies that have employees in
Dallas to provide paid sick leave, the two Collin County-based companies filed suit to push to stop
the ordinance, which was implemented Aug. 1. The Eastern District includes Collin County.

Caso and assistant city attorneys on Tuesday also responded to the motion for a preliminary
injunction and argued that the denial of sick leave to Dallas workers would cause more

"irreparable injury” than any alleged harm to the companies that sued the city. Caso asked the
judge for an extension to file a response to the main arguments in the complaint until Sept. 30.

"At this point, any temporary injunctive relief will only create confusion and could lead to a loss
or suspension of accrued benefits for thousands of workers across the city," Caso wrote.

Photo Gallery 1/2

https://www.dallasnews.com/news/dallas-city-council/2019/08/14/dallas-city-attorney-responds-paid-sick-leave-lawsuit-wants-new-judge-case 2/1


https://www.dallasnews.com/news/dallas-city-hall/2019/07/27/human-right-unnecessary-red-tape-dallas-businesses-struggle-prepare-new-paid-sick-time-law

8/15/2019 Dallas city attorney responds to paid sick leave lawsuit, wants new judge in case | Dallas City Council | Dallas News

Dallas is the first Texas city to have implemented its paid sick leave law. A lawsuit stopped a
similar ordinance in Austin from taking effect, and San Antonio delayed implementation of its
law until December because of a legal challenge in state court.

The Texas Public Policy Foundation and Texas Association of Businesses last year sued Austin,
the first city in Texas to pass mandatory paid sick leave. A state appeals court in
November favored businesses' argument that it violates the state's minimum wage act.

Legal experts have said they expect the Texas Supreme Court to hear the Austin case.

Robert Henneke, an attorney with the Texas Public Policy Foundation who represents the two
companies who sued Dallas, said the city attorney has yet to acknowledge the decision by the
appellate court in Austin.

He said the motion to transfer the case to a different court is the city's blatant attempt at "court
shopping” to better the city's chances. The court has until late August to decide on the transfer.

"The city continues to reject the only case law that exists in Texas on this issue," Henneke said.
Two companies — ESI/Employee Solutions LP and Hagan Law Group LLC, which are based in

Collin County — filed the federal lawsuit against the city two days before the ordinance was
implemented Aug. 1.
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contended that the ordinance violates the Texas constitution because it is inconsistent with the
state's minimum wage law.

The ordinance requires that private employees who worked in Dallas at least 80 hours in a year
accrue at least one hour of paid sick leave for every 30 hours worked. The Dallas City Council in a

10-4 vote approved the paid sick leave ordinance in April after labor groups pushed the law.

Attorneys have said they expect the paid sick leave lawsuit to face a tough battle in federal court,

largely because of the precedent set by the decision on Austin's paid sick leave.

Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton also joined the businesses' lawsuit against Dallas earlier this

month.

Kent Rutter, an appellate lawyer based in Houston, said he thinks the city is looking for a better
shot at success with a different judge. The case had been assigned to Judge Amos Mazzant, whom
Rutter described as "fair but conservative."

And the next one could either be equally as conservative or, if the city's lucky, more sympathetic
to employees without sick leave, Rutter said.

"They're rolling the dice on a new judge," Rutter said.

In response to the request for a preliminary injunction, Caso said it's unlikely the companies that
sued the city would face any repercussions of not complying with the law until April 2020, which
is when the city will start to enforce the ordinance. Businesses can face up to a $500 fine if the
city's Office of Equity and Human Rights finds a violation.

Caso said ESI/Employee Solutions' allegations of harm also "rely on numerous questionable or
faulty assumptions" on the direct impacts the ordinance would have on the business.

The city also argued that the denial of the ordinance causes harm to the city which incurred costs
to implement it, and the public. That harm outweighs any potential injury to the plaintiffs, the
city attorney said.

As evidence, Caso included a study by the Institute for Women's Policy Research, which relied on
U.S. census data, that estimated about 300,000 workers don't have paid sick leave.
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massacre, heading to Miss. to confront Trump over ICE raids
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NEWS

Beto O'Rourke returns to campaign trail, Gov. Greg Abbott's domestic
terrorism task force, Dallas tax hike

https://www.dallasnews.com/news/dallas-city-council/2019/08/14/dallas-city-attorney-responds-paid-sick-leave-lawsuit-wants-new-judge-case 7M1


https://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/2019/08/14/beto-orourke-ends-campaign-pause-after-el-paso-massacre-focus-ice-raids-mississippi
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/2019/08/15/beto-orourke-returns-campaign-trail-gov-greg-abbotts-domestic-terrorism-task-force-dallas-tax-hike
https://www.dallasnews.com/news
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/2019/08/15/beto-orourke-returns-campaign-trail-gov-greg-abbotts-domestic-terrorism-task-force-dallas-tax-hike
https://www.dallasnews.com/business/real-estate/2019/08/15/dallas-skyscraper-owner-raided-fbi
https://www.dallasnews.com/business
https://www.dallasnews.com/business/real-estate/2019/08/15/dallas-skyscraper-owner-raided-fbi

8/15/2019 Dallas city attorney responds to paid sick leave lawsuit, wants new judge in case | Dallas City Council | Dallas News

BUSINESS

J.C. Penney shrinks Q2 loss despite 9% sales drop as CEO Jill Soltau
says 'we are rebuilding a business'

https://www.dallasnews.com/news/dallas-city-council/2019/08/14/dallas-city-attorney-responds-paid-sick-leave-lawsuit-wants-new-judge-case 8/11


https://www.dallasnews.com/business/real-estate/2019/08/15/dallas-skyscraper-owner-raided-fbi
https://www.dallasnews.com/business/retail/2019/08/15/jc-penney-narrowed-loss-a9-sales-drop-ceo-soltau-said-rebuilding-business
https://www.dallasnews.com/business
https://www.dallasnews.com/business/retail/2019/08/15/jc-penney-narrowed-loss-a9-sales-drop-ceo-soltau-said-rebuilding-business

8/15/2019 Dallas city attorney responds to paid sick leave lawsuit, wants new judge in case | Dallas City Council | Dallas News

ARTS

10 musicians earn a new home at the Dallas Symphony Orchestra.
Now, they work to keep it
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TRENDING ARTICLES

Texas schools receive new A-F grades -- see how yours rated...
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9-year-old girl killed in gang-related shooting in Old East Dallas, police say...

Americans in Mexico watch uneasily as anti-Mexican rhetoric shows its face in the

uU.s....

Jerry Jones gets a step closer to building $225 million casino in Arkansas...

Plano is a top U.S. market to buy a home, report says. Here's why...

Dallas IT firm leads 184 fast-growing D-FW companies in this year's Inc. 5000...

Allen council rejects downtown project that was meant to spark growth after
residents say it's a bad...
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